
ANSWER KEY 
BBC Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 

Introduction: Our planet’s continents are fringed by shallow seas. Rarely more than 200m deep, 
they lie on the continental shelves which may stretch sometimes for hundreds of miles, before the 
sea floor drops into deeper darker waters. Altogether, they constitute a mere 8% of the world’s 
oceans; but they contain the vast majority of its marine life. 

 
1. Why does the male humpback whale sing?  

to attract a mate 

2. How old is the calf? 
(no more than) a few weeks old 

3. Why do the shallow seas around the equator make excellent nurseries? 
warm, calm, few predators 

4. How much milk does the calf drink per day? 
500 liters 

5. How long must the mother whale stay here without food before her calf will be ready to leave? 
5 months 

6. How much of the planet’s marine life is contained in coral reefs? 
1/4 

7. Which reef can be seen from the moon, and what country is it in? 
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia 

8. Corals are a relationship between polyps and the ______ which lives inside their bodies. 
algae 

9. Which two seas meet in the reefs of Indonesia? 
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean 

10. How big are the pygmy sea horses? 
 less than 2 cm 

11. No one really knows, but the flashing of the file clam may be a warning to frighten _______. 
fish that want to eat them 

12. How do banded sea kraits team up with trevally fish to hunt? 
fish scare the prey into cracks where snakes can catch them 

13. What percent of Indonesia's reefs are in their pristine (unchanged/original) state? 
no more than 6% 

14. What is the only flowering plant in the sea? 
sea grass 

15. What is the largest herbivore (plant eater) in the sea? 
the dugong 

16. Why do bottle-nosed dolphins ride waves into the shallows? 
to catch bait fish 

17. Why does hydroplaning on the beach put dolphins in danger? 
they may be stranded  



18. What is the only source of danger to nesting cormorants (sea birds) in the deserts of Bahrain? 
their neighbors 

19. What was the mother whale's only energy source while in the shallow waters of the nursery? 
her fat reserves 

20. How do the mother whale and calf send sound signals to each other? 
by slapping fins on the surface 

21. How big are the spring algae blooms? 
the size of the Amazon rainforest 

22. How much of the oxygen in our atmosphere is produced by algae? 
3/4 

23. What are the most abundant animals on the planet by weight? 
krill 

24. Name two sea mammals that come to eat the seasonal shoals of fish. 
sea lions, dusky dolphins 

25. How fast can the kelp forests of California grow? 
half a meter a day 

26. How do sea urchins destroy the kelp? 
by eating the holdfasts (roots) 

27. How big is the sunflower starfish? 
1 meter across 

28. How does it "taste" for prey? 
with its feet 

29. How many seals can live in the colonies of Southern Africa? 
more than a million seals 

30. What do the short-tailed stingrays eat? 
squid 

31. What is the largest predatory fish on the planet? 
the great white shark 

32. What type of penguins live on Marion Island? 
king penguins 

33. How many penguins breed here? 
200,000 

34. How long are the penguin chicks dependent on their mothers? 
over a year 

35. What type of seals wait on the beach to attack the penguins? 
fur seals 

36. How can the penguins fight back? 
with their sharp beaks 



37. In all, how many sea birds come to the Bering Sea in summer? 
18 million 

38. How much krill does a large humpback whale eat in a day? 
3 tons 

39. What will the mother and calf do once they reach the summer feeding grounds? 
they will separate 

40. With luck, how many years might the young whale live to repeat this trip? 
70 times 

 
Reflection questions: 

 
How are the mother humpback whales similar to the father emperor penguins and mother polar 
bears that we saw in the "From Pole to Pole" video? 
 
All live without food for long periods (several months) while taking care of their babies.                
 
 
Name at least 3 ways that humans are harming or damaging the world’s shallow seas.  
Your answer doesn’t need to come from this video; just use your general knowledge to answer. 
 
This question will not be on the exam. 
 

 
 
Name one change you can make to your daily life to help protect life in the sea.  
Your answer doesn’t need to come from this video; just use your general knowledge to answer. 
 
This question will not be on the exam. 

 
 
 


